
August 23, 2022

The Honorable Xavier Becerra
Secretary
U.S. Dept. of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20201

Dr. Rochelle Walensky
Director
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
1600 Clifton Road
Atlanta, GA 30329

Dear Secretary Becerra and Dr. Walensky: 

We write to respectfully urge you to send a formal request to Congress for supplemental funding to combat the 
spread of monkeypox. As a new fiscal year approaches, a detailed request for supplemental funding will ensure 
Congress appropriates sufficient resources to stop the spread of this outbreak and support those who have been 
impacted. 

We applaud your decision to declare monkeypox a public health emergency and believe Congress should 
provide additional resources to combat the spread of monkeypox. We urge you to promptly provide House and 
Senate Appropriations Committees with a request for funding detailing the funds needed to address all aspects 
of the outbreak, including to: 

 Provide financial and technical assistance to support frontline clinicians and state and local public health
departments’ efforts to hire and retain staff, provide clinical services, expand and improve clinical 
infrastructure, collect data, conduct contact tracing, coordinate outreach services, purchase supplies such
as PPE, and educate the public;  

 Purchase, distribute, and administer sufficient quantities of vaccines and treatments; 
 Launch culturally competent public education campaigns—using an equity lens—targeting health care 

providers, the public, and groups that are disproportionately impacted by the monkeypox virus; 
 Expand testing capacity and reduce testing and treatment costs for the un- and under-insured; 
 Support enhanced data collection and reporting, including the number of monkeypox tests run, percent 

positivity, and demographic information; 
 Provide wraparound services for individuals forced to isolate for extended periods of time; and
 Allocate sufficient funding to simultaneously test individuals for human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) 

and sexually transmitted infections (STIs). 

A rapid response and robust funding are essential to containing this outbreak. We look forward to working with 
your agencies to enact a significant supplemental appropriations package to address this urgent need. 

Sincerely,



David N. Cicilline
Member of Congress

Mark Pocan
Member of Congress

Sean Patrick Maloney
Member of Congress

Pete Aguilar
Member of Congress

Colin Z. Allred
Member of Congress

Nanette Diaz Barragán
Member of Congress

Karen Bass
Member of Congress

Donald S. Beyer Jr.
Member of Congress

Earl Blumenauer
Member of Congress

Jamaal Bowman, Ed.D.
Member of Congress

Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress

Cori Bush
Member of Congress

Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress

André Carson
Member of Congress

Sean Casten
Member of Congress
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Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick
Member of Congress

Judy Chu
Member of Congress

Steve Cohen
Member of Congress

Gerald E. Connolly
Member of Congress

Jim Costa
Member of Congress

Charlie Crist
Member of Congress

Danny K. Davis
Member of Congress

Peter A. DeFazio
Member of Congress

Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

Ted Deutch
Member of Congress

Debbie Dingell
Member of Congress

Lloyd Doggett
Member of Congress

Adriano Espaillat
Member of Congress

Dwight Evans
Member of Congress

John Garamendi
Member of Congress
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Jesús G. "Chuy" García
Member of Congress

Al Green
Member of Congress

Brian Higgins
Member of Congress

Sheila Jackson Lee
Member of Congress

Sara Jacobs
Member of Congress

Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress

Eddie Bernice Johnson
Member of Congress

Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr.
Member of Congress

Mondaire Jones
Member of Congress

William R. Keating
Member of Congress

Robin L. Kelly
Member of Congress

Ro Khanna
Member of Congress

Daniel T. Kildee
Member of Congress

Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress

James R. Langevin
Member of Congress
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John B. Larson
Member of Congress

Barbara Lee
Member of Congress

Mike Levin
Member of Congress

Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress

Lucy McBath
Member of Congress

James P. McGovern
Member of Congress

Grace Meng
Member of Congress

Gwen S. Moore
Member of Congress

Jerrold Nadler
Member of Congress

Grace F. Napolitano
Member of Congress

Joe Neguse
Member of Congress

Marie Newman
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
Member of Congress

Chris Pappas
Member of Congress
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Katie Porter
Member of Congress

Ayanna Pressley
Member of Congress

Mike Quigley
Member of Congress

Jamie Raskin
Member of Congress

C. A. Dutch Ruppersberger
Member of Congress

Bobby L. Rush
Member of Congress

Linda T. Sánchez
Member of Congress

Mary Gay Scanlon
Member of Congress

Jan Schakowsky
Member of Congress

Bradley Scott Schneider
Member of Congress

Mikie Sherrill
Member of Congress

Darren Soto
Member of Congress

Haley M. Stevens
Member of Congress

Thomas R. Suozzi
Member of Congress

Eric Swalwell
Member of Congress
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Mark Takano
Member of Congress

Dina Titus
Member of Congress

Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress

Paul D. Tonko
Member of Congress

Ritchie Torres
Member of Congress

David J. Trone
Member of Congress

Nydia M. Velázquez
Member of Congress

Maxine Waters
Member of Congress

Bonnie Watson Coleman
Member of Congress

Peter Welch
Member of Congress

Nikema Williams
Member of Congress

Frederica S. Wilson
Member of Congress

John Yarmuth
Member of Congress
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